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Dear parents/carers and students,
We have had another great week at Cowley Academy.

On Monday, our Year 9 have had ‘Prison Me No Way’ deliver a full day of engaging workshops and
activities. Our Year 9 students had a valuable insight into what is would be like to go to prison, the
penalties and consequences that would affect them for the rest of their life and most importantly, how
to not make the wrong choices focusing on crime prevention. They provided a full day of engaging
workshops and activities, which are led by retired Prison Officers, Youth Engagement Officers, ex-
offenders and volunteers from charities and other organisations. All of these people were able to pass on
their first-hand experiences and real-life knowledge so students know exactly what it is like. This forms
part of our Personal, Social, Health and Education (PSHE) programme which is an integral part of our
curriculum offer at Cowley Academy.

The effort from all students to attend school every day must be highlighted this week, our whole school
attendance continues to increase above the national average. This week, over 250 students were
rewarded with a cookie and a drink at break in recognition of their 100% attendance last term. Miss
Grooby our Attendance Officer, said she was absolutely delighted to be able to reward so many students.
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Last Saturday, Ms Millard had the pleasure of taking
several students to the Peterborough Theatre Festival
to compete against other schools in the area. The
students took part in creating performances from three
different categories within their age range;
monologues, duologues and a group acting piece. The
students were incredible during the day bringing
positivity and energy to the festival. | was delighted that
we took both first and second place in the duologue
category. Congratulations to all students who took part
in this event.

Yesterday, our Year 11 students who have been
studying Food Preparation and Nutrition completed
their final four hour practical exam. At the end of the
exam | was invited to taste some of the wonderful
food that they had prepared. The brief for their exam
was to create a takeaway that meets current healthy
eating guidelines. | sampled a range of different
dishes including tasty curries, pizzas, kebabs, steak
pies and even duck in plum sauce. Well done to all
students, the food was delicious.

Today in assembly our Year 11 students have been
given information about our Easter Revision Sessions
being held across the two-week holiday period. These
are valuable sessions to prepare for the examination period and to practice revision techniques with
specialist subject teachers. | am sure you will support us at home by encouraging your child to sign up to
these sessions. In addition to this, we are holding our Year 11 Exam Success Evening on Thursday 27t
March 2025 - this will a fantastic evening for parents, carers and students to support their child in the final
stages of preparation for their exams.

| would like to remind Year 8 parents that we are holding our Year 8 Parents Evening next Thursday 20
March 2025, this is an important annual event for all parents to have the opportunity to meet with their
child’s teachers. Please remember to make your appointments via the Schoolcloud system for the
teachers you wish to meet.

The Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) programme at Cowley Academy is
designed to support students' transition to the next stage of their careers. The school offers impartial
advice through various activities including talks, visits, information evenings and individual interviews. The
Careers team collaborate closely with local employers to provide an annual Careers Fair and a variety of
enterprise challenges ensuring students develop essential employability skills. We have embedded weekly
'Job of the Week' presentations to help students in all Year groups consider different careers. Students in
Year 11 and at the SLAT Sixth Form are provided with additional support to explore career paths, further
education and employment opportunities. There are work experience opportunities for SLAT Sixth Form
students and they are also successfully guided towards diverse destinations including university
placements (for approximately two thirds of Year 13 students each year), apprenticeships and direct entry
into employment. This tailored approach ensures that each student receives personalised advice, aligning
their aspirations with suitable Post-16 and Post-18 options. For further information, please see the
Careers section on the school website (www.cowleyacademy.org.uk/careers) or contact Mrs Barber,
Associate Director for Post 16 & Careers by emailing BarberL@bourneacademy.org if you have any
queries.
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Finally, we will be having a special whole school non-uniform day next Friday 215t March 2025 to raise
funds for Comic Relief / Red Nose Day. Students will be allowed to wear non-uniform incorporating red
items of clothing in support of Comic Relief. However, we do ask for students to observe the list of dress
restrictions as outlined in the letter sent to all parents this week. If students do not wish to take part they
will need to wear full school uniform as per normal.

| hope everyone has a lovely weekend.

Kindest regards,

K-M.w%

Mrs Kath Kilby
Head of School, Cowley Academy

For the latest news

You can follow Cowley Academy on our official social media platforms as follows:

e www.instagram.com/CowleyAcademy
e www.facebook.com/CowleyAcademy
e www.x.com/CowleySLAT
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