>, COWLEY
YEY ACADEMY

Head of School

Friday 12" December 2025

Dear parents/carers and students,

As we approach the end of Term 2, we have certainly been busy with our usual achievements and
supporting our local community at a time of year, when a little extra is always needed and appreciated.

As we all know, Christmas is a time of joy and happiness - our second day of Christmas dinners was very
popular and tasty as ever. It was great to see all of the students enjoying their dinner together with their
peers.

We recognise as a school, we must support others in our local community who may need an extra kind
hand at this time of year. All of our form groups have been busy collecting Christmas food hampers to
donate to the Boston Foodbank. Our students and their families have gone above and beyond for our
local communities. Thank you to everyone.

Staff have also shown remarkable community spirit this
Christmas, collecting and donating gifts and toys for the
Salvation Army ‘Be a Star Appeal’, which in turns provides
food vouchers and gifts for children and young people in the
local area. Sarah Robinson from the Salvation Army was
overwhelmed by the number of gifts that had been donated
by the Cowley Academy staff. This act of kindness highlights
the Trust’s commitment to supporting its wider community
and ensuring that even in difficult circumstances, children
can experience the magic of Christmas.

This week, Year 11 have been completing their PPE 2
Examinations. This is an opportunity for the students to
develop their examination techniques, and working within
exam conditions. Students have been very focused and
determined. Well done Year 11!

We also held our Year 9 Parents’ Evening online on Thursday evening. It was lovely to hear so many
positive progress conversations happening with our teachers, students and parents/carers. | hope the
evening was very informative and gave you an opportunity to ask any questions that you may have in
order to support your child further on their educational journey.
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Yesterday, the MFL department was joined by 39 Year 5 pupils from the Donington Cowley Endowed
Primary School. They worked in small groups on a carousel of activities with our Year 10 GCSE
French students. The first session focused on numbers, greetings and talking about how you are feeling.
The second session took on a Christmas focus and pupils learned a range of Christmas based vocabulary.
They practised saying the new vocabulary and played a variety of games, including match up activities,
bingo and cluedo. All pupils made a French Christmas card to take away and give to a person of their
choice. Great fun was had by all!

We are delighted to share the final numbers for students who have achieved their Aspire Badge to gain
entry into our Christmas Film Festival. At Cowley Academy, over 300 students proudly completed their
badge - an incredible achievement. Congratulations to each and every one of you!

A polite reminder that next week on Friday 19%" December 2025 is ‘Wear a Christmas Item Day’ in aid of
Save the Children. We are asking students to support the fundraising for Save the Children by wearing one
Christmas item alongside their normal school uniform and make a voluntary donation. Some examples of
how the students can get involved are below:

e Wear a Christmas Festive Jumper on top of their usual school shirts and tie
e Wear Christmas Socks, Christmas Tie or Christmas Headband with their normal school uniform
e Wear a Santa / EIf Hat with their normal school uniform

Please note this not a non-uniform day.

This week, we have been reminding students how to remain safe over the Christmas period. This has
included highlighting our worried@cowleyacademy.org.uk school email address where students can
contact a member of the safeguarding team if they have a safety concern. During the weekends and
holiday period staff will endeavour to respond when they are available to. In addition to this, there are
lists of contact details on www.cowleyacademy.org.uk/feeling-worried-or-anxious and our Safeguarding
webpage www.cowleyacademy.org.uk/safeguarding where students can access further specialist
support and guidance, including the emergency services.

In addition to this school email support, please be reminded that the national support service ‘Kooth’
offer a 24/7 service for students who are struggling with their mental health. This service is supported by
trained professionals who can offer specialist advice and support to all children in a non-judgemental
forum. We will be highlighting Kooth to students in assemblies and tutor time throughout next week to
enable all of our young people to understand where to access support if needed. Please visit
www.kooth.com for details of this service.

It is incredibly important as we head towards the end of term to maintain high attendance. As we say to
all of our students that every lesson counts as we continue to deliver our curriculum.
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| would like to share some exciting news about Caitlin Hellen and
Rosie Saunders in Year 10. Both girls, have been selected to
compete in a Cheerleading Competition in Portugal at The
European Summit, representing the lcons team from Empire
Elite Allstars UK. This is an incredible opportunity for them, and
they are working extremely hard along with the rest of their
team in preparation. Well done to both girls for being selected
and | look forward to hearing how they get on after the
competition.

Finally, a polite reminder that school finishes at 3.15pm on
Friday 19™ December 2025. All year groups return on Monday
5t January 2026.

| hope you all have a lovely weekend with family and friends.

Kindest regards,
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Mrs Kath Kilby
Head of School, Cowley Academy

For the latest news

You can follow Cowley Academy on our official social media platforms as follows:

e www.instagram.com/CowleyAcademy
e www.facebook.com/CowleyAcademy
e www.x.com/CowleySLAT
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