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Dear parents/carers and students,

Despite the very wet weather this week, we have still managed to enjoy a busy and productive time in
school, with several valuable enrichment opportunities taking place across all year groups. Students have
shown great resilience and enthusiasm, making the most of everything on offer. Hopefully we will see
better weather next week but if it looks set to continue, we kindly remind parents that students should
bring a waterproof coat each day, particularly those who walk to and from school.

On Tuesday, our Year 10 Geographers as part of the GCSE Geography course went on a fieldtrip to
Hunstanton, which focused on Physical Geography. The aim of the trip is to provide students with the
opportunity to apply fieldwork skills and to collect data, as well as supporting and developing concepts
covered in lessons. The work conducted on these fieldtrips is worth 30% of their final GCSE grade and will
be assessed by examination at the end of Year 11. The students had a great time at Hunstanton which
was the chosen location for the coast. Students followed the route from Old Hunstanton to the town’s
beach to analyse physical processes and assess coastal defences.

On Wednesday, a small group of students joined with students from our other trust school on a trip to
the Big Bang Fair in Birmingham. Students had the opportunity to explore a wide range of STEM careers
and also engaged in hands-on scientific experiences, helping to inspire future aspirations.

On Thursday, we held our SALAD Day (Speaking and Listening Activity Day). Lessons for Years 7 to 10
focused on developing communication skills, with little to no writing involved. While classrooms are often
calm and quiet, it was wonderful to hear a real buzz around the school as students engaged in debates,
presentations, group discussions, and team-based activities. Staff across all subjects worked hard to plan
engaging lessons that placed speaking and listening at the heart of learning.

Next week will see the last of the GCSE exams for our Year 11 students, with this in mind, we are going to
start our transition for our other year groups. From Wednesday 17t June 2026, our year groups will be
introduced to their new Year Leads in assemblies. Our pastoral team are working to share information on
their current year groups, so the transition is smooth. This transition will allow our students to start to get
to know their new Pastoral Year Lead, and their year area for use at break and lunchtime.

Your child’s new Pastoral Year Leads are as follows:

Current Year 7 will remain with Miss Mace
Current Year 8 will transition to Miss Jones
Current Year 9 will remain with to Miss Jones
Current Year 10 will transition to Mrs Cairns
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Our House Competitions this week brought out some fantastic creativity, teamwork and baking skills from
both staff and students in two exciting Bake-Off challenges.

The first event saw our Heads of House take part in a unique Bake-Off challenge. Each team was given a
box of pastry and challenged to use their imagination to create an original product. The results were
incredibly varied, demonstrating innovation and plenty of competitive spirit. It was wonderful to see each
House approach the task differently, producing an impressive range of sweet and savoury creations.

Following this, students took centre stage in the Student Bake-Off. Competitors were tasked with
preparing a traditional afternoon tea, which included homemade scones, a selection of sandwiches, and
a sweet treat. The standard of baking was exceptionally high, with students showcasing excellent
presentation, technical skills and attention to detail. The afternoon tea entries were thoroughly enjoyed
by the judging panel, consisting of myself and Mr Billinghurst. We were delighted by the effort, creativity,
and quality displayed by all participants, making the judging process a very difficult task.

After careful deliberation, the final results were:

e 1stPlace Bass House
e 2nd Place Flinders House
e 3rd Place Banks House

Congratulations to all the students and staff who took part. The competitions were a fantastic celebration
of creativity, teamwork and culinary talent, and we look forward to seeing what our Houses can achieve
in future events.

We are looking forward to next Thursday when our end of year school production will take place.
The Summer Showcase will feature a performance of ‘The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse’ by the
KS3 Drama Group plus music performances from the stage and screen. There are just a few remaining
tickets available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/cowleyacademy, which are £4 in advance. We look
forward to seeing you at the event and supporting our talented cast of student performers.
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Thursday 18th June 2026 * 6.30pm start (doors open at 6.00pm)

Tickets £4 in advance from www.ticketsource.co.uk/cowleyacademy

Finally, thank you to all Year 7 parents and carers who attended our recent Parents’ Evening last night.
It was a valuable opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and support their continued success in their
first year with us.

Thank you for your continued support.

Kindest regards,

V\-M.wl)%

Mrs Kath Kilby
Head of School, Cowley Academy


http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/cowleyacademy

For the latest news

You can visit our website or follow Cowley Academy on our official social media platforms as follows:

e www.cowleyacademy.org.uk

e www.instagram.com/CowleyAcademy
e www.facebook.com/CowleyAcademy
e www.x.com/CowleySLAT
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