
 
 

Dear parents/carers and students, 

Thank you to everyone for adhering to the uniform changes due to the hot weather this week. For the 
last week of term from Monday 13th July 2026, all students will return to normal uniform expectations 
(including blazer and tie). We will continue to monitor the temperatures and make arrangements in 
school as required. 

As we approach the end of term and begin preparations for September, I would like to remind students, 
parents and carers of our uniform expectations, which were shared again in February. When students 
return in the new academic year, hair should be of a natural colour only, with no contrasting colours or 
shaved patterns. Hair accessories should be discreet and dark in colour. Students may wear a single small 
stud or sleeper (huggie-style earring) in each earlobe only; earrings should not be worn in the cartilage. 
Students must also return without gel nails, acrylic nails, nail varnish, false eyelashes, lash extensions or 
fashion belts. Thank you for your support in ensuring all students meet our uniform standards from the 
start of the new academic year. 

We have enjoyed an amazing penultimate week at Cowley Academy, with a wide range of events and 
celebrations taking place across the school community. 

This week, we held our House Celebration Assemblies, recognising students' achievements across a range 
of categories. All winners received certificates, and it was wonderful to see such a positive atmosphere as 
students celebrated both individual successes and collective House achievements. 

On Monday the MFL department was joined by 42 Year 5 
pupils from Donington Primary School. They worked in small 
groups on a carousel of activities with our Year 10 GCSE 
French students. The sessions had a World Cup focus and 
students worked on a carousel of activities that supported 
the learning of vocabulary for countries, sports and opinions. 
They practised saying the new vocabulary and played a 
variety of games, including match up activities, jeu de six, 
snakes and ladders, and wordsearches. Students went away 
with their newly acquired vocabulary and a gift of a French 
pencil and book mark from the MFL department. Our Year 10 
GCSE French students led the workshop activities, and we are 
very proud of how well they worked with the Year 5 students. 
Great fun was had by all! 
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A selection of Year 7 students recently took part in an exciting Challenge Day designed to develop their 
creativity, teamwork, communication, and problem-solving skills. Working in teams, students created and 
pitched their own innovative business ideas. With the support of ‘investors’ and a budget to adhere to, 
they researched, planned and presented their concepts, demonstrating impressive confidence, resilience 
and entrepreneurial thinking throughout the day. Following the presentations, the teams were judged on 
the quality of their ideas, teamwork, and pitches. The third-place team received a £5 voucher each, the 
runners-up received a £10 voucher each, and the winning team received a £15 voucher each. 

The winning team then went on to represent Cowley Academy at the Trust Challenge Final, which was 
held at Spalding Academy to compete against teams from across the Trust. We are delighted to share that 
they were crowned overall winners, bringing home the Challenge Day trophy! 

We are incredibly proud of all the students who took part, and especially our winning team, whose 
resilience, determination, and commitment to their project were outstanding. They represented the 
school brilliantly, and their hard work throughout the competition truly paid off. Congratulations to 
everyone involved! 
 

 
 

This week we have been holding our annual summer interhouse sports events. All students have taken 
part competing in mixed Rounders matches for their house. There was an amazing atmosphere out on 
the school field with some fantastic batting, running and fielding. Thank you to the PE department for 
organising this. 

Yesterday, I had the pleasure of inviting Year 11 student Daisy 
Marshall back into school to present her The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Bronze Award. I am so proud of Daisy for her achievement, because 
despite struggling with the practice expedition she showed 
resilience and undertook the qualifying expedition successfully. 
Daisy has now finished her GCSE exams and will start college in 
September 2026.  

As part of our PSHE programme, Year 7 and Year 8 students 
participated in our annual Stay Safe Days this week. Through 
workshops delivered by their teachers, students explored important topics including Rail Safety, 
Budgeting, Relationships and Fire Safety. These sessions help equip our students with the knowledge and 
skills they need to make informed decisions and stay safe both now and in the future. 

Water safety has also been a key focus during PSHE lessons this week. Students have learned about the 
dangers associated with open water and how to keep themselves safe. Every year, more than 300 people 
lose their lives in drowning incidents across the UK, often due to cold water temperatures, strong currents, 
hidden hazards beneath the surface, or poor water quality. We encourage all families to continue these 
important conversations at home, particularly as we approach the summer holiday period. 

 



Thank you for your continued support. I hope you enjoy reading about the many successes and 
opportunities our students have experienced this week. 

Kindest regards, 
 

 

Mrs Kath Kilby 
Head of School, Cowley Academy 

 

For the latest news 
 

You can visit our website or follow Cowley Academy on our official social media platforms as follows: 

• www.cowleyacademy.org.uk  

• www.instagram.com/CowleyAcademy  

• www.facebook.com/CowleyAcademy 
• www.x.com/CowleySLAT 

http://www.cowleyacademy.org.uk/
http://www.instagram.com/CowleyAcademy
http://www.facebook.com/CowleyAcademy
http://www.x.com/CowleySLAT

