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Dear parents/carers and students,
What an incredibly busy week we have had at Cowley Academy!

On Tuesday, we held our annual Open Evening which gave us the opportunity to showcase our amazing
school. The evening was a huge success and | was overwhelmed by the number of visitors we had.
Over 200 of our students volunteered to help on the evening and they were an absolute credit to our
school. Ethan Cairns and Violet Threadgill in Year 7 did a fantastic job speaking so confidently in the
main hall during the presentation, and our amazing Year 11 Band kept the audience entertained with their
music performances. The Open Evenings provide the perfect opportunity for parents/carers to really
find out about the school as there is no substitute to seeing it in person. On the evening we received so
many positive comments from parents/carers who attended and it was a pleasure to see so many smiling
faces.

Aspire ¢ Challenge ¢ Achieve




On Wednesday, thirteen Year 10 students travelled to Mastenbroek in Boston as part of National
Manufacturing Day, gaining first hand insight into engineering, design and modern manufacturing.
Students began the visit with an engaging presentation introducing the company, the specialist machinery
they design and build, and the global industries that rely on their equipment. This set the scene for a
hands on challenge: students were split into two production line teams and assigned individual job roles
to collaboratively design and assemble one of Mastenbroek’s machines, the Bulldog. With a strict time
limit and clearly defined responsibilities, teamwork quickly became essential. Watching students
communicate, problem solve and support one another was a highlight of the day. A guided tour of the
factory followed, with everyone wearing hi vis vests, safety glasses and ear protection. Students were able
to see how large scale machines are manufactured, observe different stages of the build process, and
even handle working components. This real world experience brought classroom learning to life,
especially in areas such as engineering, design, CAD and 3D modelling. Throughout the visit, students met
several apprentices who shared their routes into engineering and offered honest insight into life on the
job. Representatives from Boston College were also present to discuss engineering courses and future
pathways, giving students a valuable opportunity to explore careers in STEM. My thanks go to Mrs Clark
and Mrs Cairns for giving our students this opportunity.

On Thursday, Cowley Academy was delighted to host the Superzone U16 Girls Football Tournament,
welcoming six local schools to the Academy for an exciting afternoon of competitive football (pictured
below are the teams from Cowley, Spalding and Giles Academy). The tournament provided a fantastic
opportunity for students to showcase their footballing skills, teamwork and sportsmanship, while
representing their schools and enjoying the chance to compete against other local teams.

The event was particularly special for Cowley Academy as it was the first opportunity to use our newly
marked football pitches and brand-new goals, which have been kindly donated by The Cowley Foundation.
The new facilities provided an excellent setting for the tournament and will support the academy in
offering even more opportunities for students to participate in football. A huge thank you goes to
The Cowley Foundation for their generous donation and to everyone involved in organising and
supporting the tournament. It was fantastic to see the new facilities being put to use and to welcome so
many talented young players to Cowley Academy.

Then today, staff at Cowley Academy supported the Macmillan Coffee morning. | am pleased to report
that the event was a great success, and yes, | thoroughly enjoyed sampling some of the excellent baking
on offer!

Also today we marked European Day of Languages, with students taking part in a range of activities during
form time and within their Modern Foreign Languages lessons. These activities celebrated language
learning, cultural diversity and the importance of communication in an increasingly connected world.
Thank you to both our staff and students for embracing the day with such enthusiasm.



As part of recognising and rewarding our students we have introduced an award called the ‘Headteacher
Award’. The new Headteacher Award is a prestigious student recognition award and is designed to
acknowledge those students who have done something truly exceptional, whether in school or out in the
wider community. This could include outstanding academic achievement, remarkable acts of kindness,
overcoming significant challenges, representing the school with distinction, volunteering, or any action
that reflects our values of Aspire, Challenge, Achieve.

| would like to draw your attention to two important upcoming events in our school calendar.

e On Thursday 15™ October 2026, we will host our ‘How to Succeed in GCSEs Evening’ for Year 10
parents and carers. This event will provide valuable guidance on how students can maximise their
success and how families can support them throughout their GCSE courses.

e We will also be hosting our ‘Reading and Numeracy Evening’ for Year 7 families on Wednesday
215 October 2026. This event will highlight the importance of literacy and numeracy in supporting
students' learning across the curriculum and provide practical strategies that can be used at home.

Within the South Lincolnshire Academies Trust, we are committed to fostering an environment that
upholds the core Fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual
respect, and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. These values are integral to our
curriculum and daily activities, ensuring that our students not only excel academically but also develop
into responsible, respectful and active members of society.

e Democracy: We encourage student participation in decision-making through opportunities such
as student leadership roles, school councils and regular feedback activities, helping students
understand the importance of having a voice and making informed choices.

e The Rule of Law: Understanding and respecting laws is a key part of our education. We emphasise
the reasons behind rules and the consequences of breaking them, helping students appreciate the
role laws play in maintaining a safe and fair society.

¢ Individual Liberty: Our school promotes a safe environment where students can make choices and
express themselves responsibly. We support them in understanding their rights and personal
freedoms alongside their responsibilities to others.

e Mutual Respect and Tolerance: We celebrate diversity and encourage students to respect and
understand different cultures, religions and viewpoints. Through a range of activities and
discussions, we aim to build a community where everyone feels valued, included and respected.

British Values are also embedded throughout our school curriculum and are reflected in all aspects of
school life.

| hope you have a wonderful weekend.

Kindest regards,
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Mrs Kath Kilby
Headteacher, Cowley Academy

For the latest news

You can visit our website or follow Cowley Academy on our official social media platforms as follows:

e www.cowleyacademy.org.uk

e www.instagram.com/CowleyAcademy
e www.facebook.com/CowleyAcademy
e www.x.com/CowleySLAT
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