
Job of the week
Barrister

Key Skills
•Legal knowledge including court procedures 
and government regulations
•Excellent verbal communication skills
•Active listening skills
•Analytical thinking skills
•To be thorough and pay attention to detail
•The ability to think clearly using logic and 
reasoning
•The ability to accept criticism and work well under 
pressure
•Persuading skills
•To be able to use a computer and the main 
software packages competently

Salary
£21,000 - £200,000

Working hours
40 – 48 per week
Evenings/weekends

Away from home



Barrister

University
You could do a degree in law to 
become a barrister. You also have the 
option to do a degree in any subject 
and complete a Graduate Diploma in 
Law afterwards.
Once you've graduated, you need to 
complete:
•the Bar Professional Training Course 
which takes one year
•a year of practical training called a 
pupillage
To get into some universities you'll 
need to pass the Law National 
Aptitude Test (LNAT).
Entry requirements
You'll usually need:
•2 to 3 A levels, or equivalent, for a 
degree

Apprenticeship
Apprenticeships are 
not currently 
available to become a 
Barrister

Work
You could start your career by 
working in a law firm or the law 
department of an organisation.
With support from your employer, 
you could complete a qualification like 
the Level 6 Professional Higher 
Diploma in Law through the Chartered 
Institute of Legal Executives. If you're 
a solicitor, you can apply to become a 
barrister if you get approval from the 
Bar Standards Board and sit a Bar 
Transfer Test 

.

College
There are no 
college courses 
available to 
become a Barrister



Working conditions

You could work in a court, at 
chambers or in an office.
Your working environment may 
be emotionally deman
.

Career path and progression
•Lead a team
•Become a manager
•Apply to become a Kings Counsel (KC)
•Become a Judge
•Become an ombudsman

Daily Tasks
•Meet with clients and take on cases
•Read witness statements and reports
•Offer legal advice and your opinion
•Negotiate settlements out of court
•Prepare legal arguments and court briefs
•Question witnesses and present cases to the judge and jury
•Research the law and cases similar to the one you're working on



Labour market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Keep looking…

Why become a barrister? JOB OF THE WEEK - EPISODE #027 -
BARRISTER

Take a look at these short videos for 
inspiration…

Why I'm becoming a barrister: 
Jess' story | BPP University

How Do You Become A Barrister 
UK? - United Kingdom Explorers.

Useful Websites

Barrister | Central Applications Board

Becoming a barrister
12 careers in event planning (with duties 
and salaries) | Indeed.com UK

Barrister career path | LawCareers.Net

Use these links to learn more about our job of the 
week.  Consider the various pathways leading to the 
career. What you can be doing now to help yourself 

and other roles in the industry.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glFKw6kbPa0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsJ9k0ALq6g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igPn-K61zIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOIEHjvbdwY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWgT3iVE9BM
https://www.lawcabs.ac.uk/barrister
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/becoming-a-barrister.html
https://uk.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/careers-in-event-planning
https://www.lawcareers.net/Barristers/CareerPath

