
Job of The Week
Arborist (Tree 

Surgeon)

Key Skills

➢ Physical skills like movement and co-ordination
➢ To be thorough and pay attention to detail
➢ The ability to work well with others
➢ Concentration skills
➢ The ability to work well with your hands
➢ Knowledge of public safety and security
➢ The ability to use, repair and maintain machines and 
➢ tools
➢ Patience and the ability to remain calm in stressful 

situations
➢ To be able to carry out basic tasks on a computer or 
➢ hand-held device

Salary
£25,000 – £35,000

Working hours
40 – 43 per week



Arborist (Tree Surgeon)

Apprenticeship
You could begin your career by doing an 
apprenticeship.
For example:
•Arborist Level 2 Intermediate 
Apprenticeship
•Forest Craftsperson Level 3 Advanced 
Apprenticeship
These usually take a minimum of 2 years to 
complete and combine on-the-job training 
with learning off site
Entry requirements
You'll usually need:
•Some GCSEs, usually including English and 
maths, or equivalent, for an intermediate 
apprenticeship
•5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or 
equivalent, including English and maths, for 
an advanced apprenticeship

University 
You can study for a foundation degree, 
higher national diploma or degree in:
•Forestry
•Arboriculture
•Countryside management
•Forest management
•Woodland ecology and conservation
Entry requirements
You'll usually need:
•1 or 2 A levels, or equivalent, for a 
foundation degree or higher national 
diploma
•2 to 3 A levels, or equivalent, for a 
degree.

You may be able to start as a 
forest laborer or groundworker, 
helping a qualified tree surgeon. 
You could then complete 
further training on the job in 
the use of chainsaws, ropes, 
ladders and harnesses.
These types of courses are 
offered by private training 
providers and further education 
colleges.

College 
You could do a college course to get some of the skills 
and knowledge you need as a tree surgeon.
Relevant subjects include:
•Arboriculture
•Forestry and arboriculture
•T Level in Agriculture, Land Management and 
Production
Entry requirements
Entry requirements for these courses vary.



Working conditions
You could work in parks and gardens, 
on the streets, in woodland or on rail 
tracks.
Your working environment may be 
outdoors in all weathers, at height, 
dusty and physically demanding.
You may need to wear safety clothing 
and use safety equipment.

Career Path and Progression 
•Become a supervisor or manager
•Train to be an arboricultural officer
•Start your own business
•Move into recreational tree climbing and 
take people into treetops as an outdoor 
activity
.

Day to Day tasks

•Identify hazards caused by trees
•Climb trees to cut back or remove branches
•Cut down and remove trees and stumps
•Plant trees and assess their health
•Work with clients to produce tree survey reports

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/arboricultural-officer


Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Keep looking…

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

Meet Izzy the Arborist (Tree Surgeon)How to fell an English Oak Tree - With 
Essex Tree Care

Careers on Hampstead Heath: 
Apprentice Arborist

What qualifications are needed to climb 
and work on a tree? - Tree Surgery

Useful Websites

Become a Tree Warden - Tree Council 
Volunteer Tree Wardens

Volunteering | Forestry England

Volunteer With Us - Woodland Trust

Arboricultural Association - Membership 
Information

Use these links to learn more about our job of  the week, 

consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you 

can be doing now to help yourself  and other roles in the 
industry 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRBE8B_bKAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RDVWQFj-2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RDVWQFj-2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BF-_X9uXiKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BF-_X9uXiKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZ3Lrk3nkjA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZ3Lrk3nkjA
https://treecouncil.org.uk/tree-wardens/
https://treecouncil.org.uk/tree-wardens/
https://www.forestryengland.uk/volunteering
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/act/volunteer-with-us/
https://www.trees.org.uk/Membership
https://www.trees.org.uk/Membership
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